252                        THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

The British Phosphate Commission \\orks the deposits on
Ocean Island and also those on \auru \\hich was admmis
tered b> the British Empire under mandate from the League
of Nations

FIG 114   \\TIVEMEETI\GHOUSE
This maneaba or communal centre is in the Gilbert Islands and
measures 150 by 80 feet Coconut and pandanus logs and thatch
are the materials of construction Mats are laid o\er the coral
floor
3   The Tuamotu Group
Often \\rongly called the Paumotu Islands this great
group of nearly a hundred islands scattered over more than
a thousand miles of the central Pacific is the greatest col
lection of atolls in the Pacific Because of the treacherous
currents which s^veep through the group currents which
change and s\*ene in a most bewildering fashion it has
deservedly gained the name of the Dangerous Archipelago